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Dear Tom and Sara, 

Re Your letter to all Co-owners about Reduction in Clawback 21 November 2010

I write on behalf of the Committee concerning your letter of 21st November, posted through everyone's door in Wesley Square, about reducing Clawback and raising the Service Charge. Of course this will all be discussed at the AGM, but the Committee wishes to address certain misunderstandings contained in your letter.
The Committee always welcomes participation from Co-owners and your proposal certainly merits thought and discussion, but it is very important that you understand the two accounts Maunsel Fourth operates and what they are used for:-

The Service Charge Account covers all regular outgoings and cyclical maintenance.

This includes communal lighting, gardening, window cleaning, buildings insurance, management fees (currently JMW Barnard), other professional fees (such as surveyors, architects, solicitors), structural maintenance including gutters roofs, drains and downpipes, communal television aerials, health and safety compliance and decoration of communal parts such as stairwells and exterior windows etc. 
The Service Charge does not include costs relating to sales or to alterations within a property. These are payable by individual Co-owners.


The Clawback Account is funded by the 2% from sales and has been used in the past, for example, to improve and expand the garden path lighting, and if the proposed change to the path is agreed; the money will come from Clawback. The Clawback is not used to "cover administration costs" as stated in your letter.

Fees Barnard’s fees relating to sales are £350.00 (not"£1000+ to cover administration costs"). For this fee, Barnards answer solicitors' queries; liaise with the Committee and Maunsel's Solicitors, EBW; try to ensure the buyer is not a buy-to-let Landlord and follow up bank and professional references in order for the buyer to show they meet the requirements of the Co-ownership.  EBW's fees remain £200 to Assign a Lease (and the same to issue an Alterations License- for alterations of interior of property). The surveyor's fee- should one be needed- is approximately £175-£250. All prices exclude VAT.  

Costs relating to sales (and to alterations to properties) are generally excluded from service charges in developments such as ours, and Wesley Square is not peculiar in this respect. Maunsel Fourth makes every effort to ensure fees are reasonable and to strike a balance between duty to individual Co-owners and to the Co-ownership as a whole. 

We look forward to seeing you both at the AGM on 13 December, and in the meantime if you require any further information, please do refer to your copy of the Lease and Deed of Variation and The Rules, your copy of 'a Guide to Living in Wesley Square'- updated 2010' or the Wesley Square website, all of which contain useful information, some of which has been repeated here, or talk to any Committee member.

With best wishes,



Anna Gardiner.

Chairman, Management Committee, 
Maunsel (Fourth Co-ownership) Housing Society Ltd.

cc Shirley Ainger, John MacArthur, Jennifer Jeffrey, Kirsten Pedersen, Denise Heywood, Phillipa Collie Cousins, Edmund Cohen, Basia  Kapp, Thomas Bullock, Chris Bushell, Joanna Campling, Hilary Arnold, Murray John, Judith Blakeman, John Kirwan JMWB, Chris Evans EBW
